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Global Learning Co-Curricular  

and/or 

Extra credit Assignment 

 

This year we share an excerpt from Zahia Rahmani’s memoir France, 

Story of Childhood. Rahmani is an art historian and writer of Amazigh 

(Berber) descent who was born in Algeria at the end of the Algerian 

War and immigrated to France as a child. She wrote the memoir as a 

tribute to her mother who always wanted her to maintain her heritage, 

even though the French did not recognize it as valuable. Choose one of 

the options: 

 

1) Write a narrative essay or poem addressed to one of your 

ancestors or grandparents. Like Rahmani, use the second 

person (you) to say how the person impacted your sense of 

belonging to a community. You can explore both the good and 

the painful things the person has done and your own struggle to 

understand him/her. In your narrative or poem, use Rahmani’s 

story as a model to explore your own life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) At the end of the excerpt, Rahmani writes about how the 

French and her own teenage self viewed her community: "My 

people weren't part of the history of man. I didn't even have a 

people. I came from no one. My kin never entered the human 

adventure. " Write a compare and contrast essay about 

Rahmani’s story and a film you see at NYFAF. How do the 

excerpt and the film address invisibility or the lack of an 

acknowledged or valued history? How do they establish a new 

kind of visibility? Then tell us how this relates to your own 

experience. 

 

 

 We would love to read student work!  

 Please submit writing about the Forum to: 

 NYFAF.LaGuardia@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Info sheet: 
 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to the third edition of  
The New York Forum of Amazigh Film 

May 4 & 5, 2017 
 

The annual New York Forum of Amazigh Film (NYFAF) is a free forum of 
shorts, documentaries, and feature films by and about the indigenous 
societies of North Africa, stretching from the Canary Islands to the oasis of 
Siwa in Egypt. NYFAF's mission is to create a space where filmmakers, 
scholars, writers and musicians whose work focuses on Amazigh identity 
and culture can share their knowledge and enthusiasm with a diverse 
audience. Through parallel discussions with filmmakers and scholars, live 
performances, art exhibits, and receptions, the New York Forum of Amazigh 
Film seeks to disseminate Amazigh cinema, promote understanding, and 
celebrate the history, culture, and language of Amazigh peoples across 
North Africa and in the diaspora.  

“Amazigh” is the singular of “Imazighen” which means “free human” or 
“free man.” Commonly known as Berbers, these diverse people originally 
came from North and Sub-Africa and are now spread out across various 
regions including Morocco, Algeria, Libya, Tunisia, Egypt and the larger 
diaspora. Despite several experiences of subjugation and colonization of the 
region, including Roman, Arab, Ottoman, Spanish, and French, Amazigh 
people managed to preserve their language, Tamazight, which is written 
with the Tifinagh alphabet. Besides Tamazight, and colloquial forms of 
Arabic from Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya, Spanish and French are the 
most common languages presented in the films you will see during this 
Forum. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The preservation and the unity of the Amazigh culture is a main reason for 
this film forum. Another is to share this perspective with others. Exposing 
yourself to films exploring a different culture can open your eyes to a whole 
new way of seeing the people around you on a daily basis. This experience 
can not only give you a new outlook on different cultures but also teach you 
the value and the means of keeping a culture alive despite forms of 
oppression and domination. The Amazigh people are models of resistance. 
 
Bringing awareness to the relevance of our many cultures is critical today, 
especially considering our government’s current policies. Issues like the 
travel ban affect people who may belong to the Amazigh culture. It is 
therefore imperative, now more than ever, to be a part of the preservation 
of cultures. 
 
Again, we thank you for being a part of this experience,  
 
 The NYFAF Team:  
 Habiba Boumlik & Lucy McNair, (co-curators) 
 with Wafa Bahri, Yahya Laayouni, Lamees Fadl, and Mustapha 
 Akhoullou 
 
For more info on the NYFAF visit our website and Facebook page: 
http://www.lpac.nyc/berber-film-festival-2017-7fd9 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/604608269689831/ 
 
Source: Jasmine Peralta, NYFAF Intern and LaGuardia Community College 
student 
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NYFAF 2017 Reading 

 

Zahia Rahmani is an art historian and writer  

who writes in French. She was born in Algeria in 1962  

to a Kabyle or non-Arab, Muslim, native Amazigh family.  

Her father was a local councilman who was accused of  

fighting on the French side during the War of Independence.  

Considered a “Harki” or traitor after the war, he had to flee  

with his family to France in 1967. Unlike most North African 

immigrants, many Harki families like Rahmani’s settled as 

refugees in rural towns.  

In this excerpt from her memoir, the narrator addresses  

her ill mother. She belongs to a lineage of “amusnaw”  

which in the Kabyle tradition are the learned people who  

retain the oral stories and wisdom of the people and  

are highly respected. Her native language is Tamazight.  

This is Rahmani’s third book and has been translated  

from the French. 

 

- Notes from Prof Lucy McNair,  
English, LaGuardia Community College 



 



 



 



 



 


